
Healthcare Access Indicators

In order to gauge progress on our goal of achieving 100% access to care, Access Health 100 has developed baseline 
indicators that will be used to track progress over the life of the initiative (see the back of this sheet). The indicators 
are: 

Population.•	  While the Greater Cincinnati region’s population has been steadily growing, some counties have seen 
declines in the number of residents. Tracking where people live will help us determine how best to distribute 
healthcare resources in the region.

Number of people living below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines. •	 According to the Greater Cincinnati Community 
Health Status Survey (GCCHSS), the number of Greater Cincinnatians living below 200% of the federal poverty 
guidelines (FPG1) has increased between 1999 and 2005.  In 2005, 1 in 3 Greater Cincinnatians (32%)—more 
than 700,000 people—were living below 200% FPG. People who live below 200% FPG are less likely to be 
insured, to have a medical home, and to get regular, timely, and appropriate healthcare. 

Number of people who are uninsured. •	 According to the GCCHSS, just over 1 in 10 people in Greater Cincinnati 
(13%) were uninsured at the time of the survey. This is over 275,000 Greater Cincinnatians.  

Access gap for the uninsured. •	 The access gap represents the number of uninsured people who do not have a medical 
home, or an appropriate place where a person usually goes when they are sick or need medical advice, such as a 
private doctor’s office, community health center, or public health clinic. According to the GCCHSS, more than 1 in 
4 Greater Cincinnatians who are uninsured (29%)—or about 80,000 people—do not have a medical home. People 
who do not have a medical home are less likely to get timely care and more likely to be hospitalized for preventable 
conditions. Knowing who doesn’t have a medical home—and where they live—will help us distribute resources to 
ensure access to care. 

Unemployment rate and number of unemployed.•	  Employer-based insurance is the traditional source of insurance for 
many families. The unemployment rate and number of unemployed help us determine how many people might be 
lacking employer-based insurance and need other coverage options.

Number of children eligible for and enrolled in Medicaid. •	 Children in low-income families may be eligible for coverage 
under Medicaid via the state Children’s Health Insurance Programs (CHIP). However, many eligible children are 
not enrolled in Medicaid for many reasons. Looking at the numbers of eligible and enrolled children will allow us 
to target enrollment efforts at specific regions with the most need.

Number of adults enrolled in Medicaid.•	  Some low-income adults are eligible for Medicaid coverage, but many are 
not enrolled. Due to the complex and ever-changing eligibility guidelines for Medicaid for adults, it is difficult to 
determine the number of adults who are eligible at any given time. According to the 2005 GCCHSS, 25% of adults 
living below 100% FPG are uninsured. Some of these adults may be eligible for Medicaid. The number of adults 
enrolled in Medicaid allows us to monitor the capacity of the Medicaid system to cover low-income adults.

1 Federal poverty guidelines (FPG) are based on annual income and household size. In 2005, 100% of FPG was an annual income of $19,350 for a 
household of 4, and 200% of FPG was an annual income of $38,700 for a household of 4. 
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